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WASHINGTON, D. C., April 26, 1905. wish you were away from it all!” | my atue lamily adrift aitogether. i | ence? {

To the Editor of The Washington Times.

3 “I wish I were, tvo,” 1 said. tnougnt sopie securily, some anchor to | NO. No. The practice of the law

: Dear Sir: Twenty go I to Washingto ' 1 : ‘ 7 < might not be aill honor. I knew it was
& s v years ago I came to Washington a young man, E ihan oD seats s oy TrOns It Bt TRE. | The windword. was abaolrcls far 8 % v
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A e < |out hesitating. But I was not alone, and | ypless a man chose himself to play th
ray—with my parents, or yours, if neec 3 g suffering = o " o2 5
way-—w , oI s £ could no. bring suffering and want | coward—free of soul-giving, spirit-beg-
be. We can su\/t:mt:nough to Ke€ep.You | ;50 those who aepended upon me, not | SATing Y das;ha.fter da.y,ttha,: some
from starving while you get on .your| __ . S cne's n or another one's frown may
feet. We could save it in a few months, s v be} vav:e % u‘? g e drive a man’s wife and children to
Dearic, it's  worth any-Sacrifice to get| - oo SUCCESS of my addresses in the | starvation, and the man himself to the
i e iy E€t 1 ccurse of the campaign and the conspic- de\t{'tor's Ihe“- - . :
away.” } 20 sitd vt g i ere to meet that choice now, as
¥es ' I answesed. - dopgedlye S8 | s ition they had given me, led US| 1 mey 4t then, I should choose to: go.
S o ~x = < o to choose our old home as the place of | Were I to meet it in another form, now,
;.:.:nm.x‘ (.n.: sa::‘x ;f;:::;;{:;n. bé:cfu dnllv: the trial. We wished to be near our ?r ten ylea.rs lllﬁnce, I %téould still choose
ar (o see yoi 1 - could { A o go. It would not all fair sailing
arsnts, of course; but that would not - 2
and would ‘bear cnything but that. - on a crystal sea. But it would be saf]l-

iave kepl us from going to the FQr| ing with taut ropes in 2 sound bark—

to pass a civil service examination, and I entered the departmental serv-
ice with strong hopes of developing what abilities I had and rendering
a good account of them by workiag for the Government. Today every
chance of doing anything with my abilities is gone. I am a hack,
-] hemmed in by the restrictions and little politics of one of the depart-
ments, and I am utterly unable to get work anywhere else. In the ret-
rospect of for;y-four years my life is a decided failure.

I have written cut the story of my transformation clearly and hon-
estly. I have found it necessary to change names, of course, but all
the other details are accurate reports of y own experience.

I believe that if the voung men of tocay could read my story, they
would find it a powerful warning agzinst entering the service where in-
dividual ability counts for nothing, or almast nothing, and ambition is

5 stified beyond hope. For that reason I hope you can find room in your o Kvxift e syﬁxgig Zii‘ei !;i:cti::n:gnm::; mspelagg oo s
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paper for the inclosed, with the un nding that, if you use it, you Plana to Strike QOut. otiier eothavantiy i The nitbet Sinten: (To Be Continued Next Sunday.)

are to edit out none of the facts. If ycu cannot use it, please return to

t “As long as you stay, ' Phili , this
the address on the inclosed slip. .

And we were glad it was so.

Very truly yours e business will keep up. You will work| 71 talked the matter over freely THE NUSGR.AVE RITU”
; | A COG IN THE WHEEL hard, and lead your bureau. and overy- | witi Mr. Wheat, even indicating how ? S
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‘*The Life Story of a Department Clerk,” a
young Indiana lawyer, came to Washington S 2
to accept a clerkship in the office of the|, = eﬂ:tnir:o'}mceidd. A“(i: ha‘\le;llo ﬁfht
Assistant Attorney General, having “the | 0 e is“ - i““ €, “1' en -h;’“
 dreamiest sort of a dream” that he had| volc SO prominent in opposing T.
planned his way into the office of the At- Cieveland’s election, I reached the

of the new division chief was ?

torney General

He describes his entry into the service
of the Government and the shocks to his
dignity, administered not only by the ‘‘lordly
watchman,” but by future associates.

He tells how he plunged into the routine

. /Work of applying *‘the jittle law’ in printed
pamphiets to letters of inquiry.

The reader is made acquainted with Lis
roommates, the chief, *‘a2 man of fifty or
fifty-five. yesrs, shcrt, and half fat, over.
hearty in manner, with puffy eyelids, un-
kempt, profane; a hard drinker, a gambler,
kind tc everyone; a lawyer by courtesy
only,” and one who owes his position to a
campaign speech; the second In authority,
Mr. Macpherson, a tall, extremely taciturn,
thin-lipped, difficuit-to-approach individual,
‘a lawyer by virtue of a general legal
knowledge as extended and accurate,’”” says
the writer. ‘“as any 1 have ever encoun-
tered;” an Irishman, O'Mara, about thirty
Years old, ‘“‘suave, fluent, even tempered,
and a fine advertising agent of his own
falents,”” who knew littze law, spent much
fime in “‘gassing the gerls,”” and who ‘‘da-
fled the Dimmycrats” to put him out; a
widow, Mrs. Errol, who was appointed
through the influence of her husband's
friends, and an unmarried woman, ‘‘the
Dragonfly,”” who seemed to rely for her office
standing upon the inumate friendship with
& member of the National Senate.

The first year passes by before the author
realizes it. He enjoys *‘iiving the life” In a
big city, which affords diversions unattain-
able in the small community from which he
came. Nevertheless he doés not devote all
his spare moments to pastime, for he pursues
his studics in the endeavor to get a diploma
from a school of law. Sc passes the first
winter and tiie next.

Then cemes an event which brings about
& change in all. The chief of the division
dles, and O’Mara becumes his successor, al-
though fellow-clerks believe Macpherson en-
titled to the promotion. ““Yis, it is DMir.
©O'Mara, ané I'm sorry you are disappeointed,””
says the appointee in noting the Jlook of
surprise on the face of the writer. Macpher-
son quietly makes arrangements to leave the
division, and the writer takes steps te do
lkewise, His judgment tells him to go

ck home. His pride urges him to stay.
He catches the ‘‘department fever’” and cb-
tains a tranrfer, O'Mara lending his aid.
He learns wiln surprise that his new posi-
tion is a clerkship, requiring no legal at-
tainments; but reconciles himself, as best

can, to the “Ded he has made and has
to lie upon.’” ¥

O'Mara in the meanwhile reaps praises
from the newspapers fo the ‘‘reorganiza-
tion™ of the division.

During the Harrison Administration the
scrambie after plums kills the last of the
writer s theories on the merit system as then
enforced, and he accepts the advice of Mr.
Macpherson to ‘‘join and help run’’ the In-
diana Republican Assoclation, lest it run him
out of the service. Attacks are made on
his qualifications for membership through the
machinations of O’Mara, but an unexpected
friend is found in Colocnel Powell, the new
assistant attorney general and conscientious
public servant, and the writer wins in his
fight for office in the association. He secures
a transfer to the office directly under the su-

same opinion, although I did not build
it wvon that ‘“‘prominence,” but rather
upon those two porjentous entries of
“Fair.”

When it came, it hit us hard. I was
told one morning, that the chief wanted
me. I hurried in to the desk where I had
talked so often and with such confi-
dznce to Colonel Powell. Mr. Wheat
was evidently expecting others as well
as myself. As the others did not appear,
he nodded for me to sit down. In my
nervousness I chose, instead, to talk
with him standing, and so, while he
evened some papers on his desk by pat-
ting their four sjdes, my heart almost
stoud stiil as I heard him say this:

“*Mr. Schuyler, I am very sorry, in-
deed, to have to say that we have se-
lected some one else to be division chief,
and that you are to be transferred
into my room.” (I ecould not trust my-
self to answer at all, and only ncticed,
irrelevantly, that the top paper of the
pile had been blown out of its place.)
“Much in your record recomended you
strongly. At first I thought you must
surely be selected. But much in your
record condemned you strongly, as
well. I think the greatest credit is due
to you for compiling the laws of the
department; but I think that makes it
all the more reprehensible in you that
you viclated those laws. That is what
you have done, Mr. Schuyler.”

“*Violated the laws, Mr. Wh=at?"’ I in-
terprsed, in dismay. “Why, I haven't
violated the laws.”

“You certainly have. You have openly
violated the civil service law by toking
to the stump during the recent cam-
paiga, and you have just as openly vio-
lated the rules of the department by so-
‘liciting insurance among yvour subcrdi-
nates during business hours.

‘“Both these offenses seem to be well
known to the whole burecau,” he went
on, as though to make my remonstranc
altogether ridiculous. ‘““We are not try-
ing vou for them, or you should have
been given a chance tc plead to them.
We are chrosing a chiei of a division,
and in such a matter we thought we
were justified in reaching cur conclusion
on grounds which we deemed sufficient
without consuiting you. If you wish to
deny either charge do £o. We shall be
glad to hear what you have to say on
the subject. But we are hardly likely

It would be better for us, Annie,
I did as little work as I could and de-
rended on pull.”

in which one ¢f the foremost law-
firms of Chicago suggested—evidently
in answer to a query from him—that

light job. What would they do to as-
sist them? ¥Probably what I should
have done myself. I rose and examined
carefully the different billets of wood
which were scattered retnd the floor.
Almost at once 1 came upon what I
expected. One plece, about three feet
in length, had a very mnarked inden-
tation at one end, while several were
flattened at the sides as if they had been

compressed by some considerable weight.

Eviden‘ly, as they had dragged the
stone up they had thrust the chunks
of wood into thz chink, until at last,
when the opening ‘was large enough
to -crawl through, they would hold it
open by a biilet placed length
which might very we? become

at the lower end, since the whole weight
of the stone would press it down on to
the edge of this other slab. Seo far I
was stiil on safe grounc.:

“And now hew was I to proceed to re~
construct this midnight drama? Clearly,
only one could fit into the hole, and that
one was Brunton. The girl must have
waited above. DBrunton then unk
the box, handed up the contents pre-
sumably—since they were not to be
found—and then—and then what
pened? y 2

“What smouldering fire of vengeance
had suddenly sprung into flame in this
passionate Celuc woman's soul when
she saw the man who had wronged her
—wronged her, perhaps, far more than
we .suspected—in her power? Was it a
chanee that the wood had slipped, and
that the stone had shut Brumton into
what had become his sepulchre? Had
she only been guilty of silence as to his
fate? Or had me sudden blow from
her hand dasitéd the support away and
sent the siab crashing down into its
piace? Be that as it might, I seemed
to see that woman's figure still cluteh-
ing at her treasure trove and flying
wildly up the winding stair, with her
ears ringing perhaps with the muffled
screams from behind ber and with the
drumming of frenzied hands against the
slab of stone which was choking her
faithless lover's life out.

““Here was the secret of her Hleached
face, her shaken nerves, her peals of
hysterical laughter on the next raoraing.
But what had been in the box”
had she done with that? Of course, it
must have been the old metal and peb-
bles which my client had dragzed from
the mére. She had thrown them in there
at the first opportunity to remove the
last trace of her crime.

“For twenty minutes I had sat motion-
less, thinking the matier out. Mus-
grave stiil stooed with a very pale face,
swingin;hhis lantern and peering down
into the hole.

“Phese are coilns of Charies the
First,’ said he, holding out the few
which had been in the bDOX; “you see We
were right in fixing our date for the
Ritual.’

'

““We may find something else of
Charles the First,” I cried, as the prob-
able meaning of the first two guestions
of the Ritual broke suddenly upon me.
‘Lét me see the contents of the bag
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